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¥emereandum for the record

Prons N Secriery
I¢ Working Group on the Economin

Capabilities of Lhe Soviet Rloc
Subjects Progresa of the EIC Economie Cepabilities Study

Lo On ). November 1951 the JAC instructed the EIC to undertake
4 project on thé economie capabilities of the Soviet Bloc to suppord
A general war (see TAC-M=50). Two studies were to be made, tha
first covering a war beginning 1 July 1952 and the second, 2 war
segianing 1 July 1954, The deadline for the first giudy was mset
as 1 February 1952. No deadline was set for the secord, '

&> In Kovember an EIC Warking Qroup was established te
vepanize and direet the project. Tt rapidly bacame elear that &
respertable study could not be produced within the time gpecified
97 the IAC, On 11 December the Working Group recommended that
L ghudy of Lhe veriod beginning i July 1952 be broken dewn it
“wo vhases, the {irst Lo cover a cold war and the gecond, & het
#war. The first phase was to be completed by 2h March 1952, with
sonteibutions due to the Working Group by 3 Marchg ths second
phitss was to be completed by 19 May, with contributions due by
A April. Tha TAC approved these cthanges,

Jo G 29 January 1952 tne deadline for a first phase contribution
From Lhe military services, to be coordinated by Army, was set back
tg 2¢ Mareh. The first phase was to be completed by the Working
Geoup oy 12 April, with publication of & summary by 30 April. Desd-
Llres for the second phase were adjusted accordingly, with publication
of 8 summery 4o oscur around 20 June., Detailed appendixes to both
Sumnaries were to be published as soon asg practicable, but no target
dates were set. These changes in schedulling were noted in JAC Progress
repsrtta

Lo The CIA contribution for the first phasge was received in
Marehe During that month, several delays in the militery contributios
were informally agreed ts, the last target date being 7 April. &
soorddinated Army and Navy contribution wes received on that data,
Within the last week Aiyr Force has reasgigned its responsibility
Lo Adr Tergets Branch, which hes reported that no worth-while
eontribution can be produced in less than eight weeks and hasg
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therefore requested an extension of deadline to 13 June, which has
been granted, : :

_ 5. The Working Group expects to begin work on combining the
Army, Navy, and CIA gontributions during the next week, Because
of substantial delays in critical parts of the study, it now ,
appears that & summary of the cold war economie capabilities of the
Soviet Bloc during the year 1 July 1952 to 1 July 1953 will not be
completed before August 1952, The hot war phase will probably not
be completed until late fall, The prospects for a study covering
195l forward can scarcely be divined at this point.,
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